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a H.M.S. SEVERN

After her action with the German cruiser Konigsberg, the British monitor i
beached on the mud at Zanzibar for her sides (o be c!lninml. Obsery hay T
Arangh. serve her shallow




PREFACE

HE following chapters represent the nrst
attempt to publish a full and separate account~~
of a rare adventure. Shortly after the } ﬂ 1 .
. began, considerable public interest was aroused b_
~ escape and concealment of the German cruiser K
& berg, but in those censored days it was never poss 1bl
B to get.a clear account of what really happened ; and
~ not till very recently have all the complicated i_ac S
. the explanatory details, the missing mohves b
~ available for a proper understanding of a ¢ difficu t '
fascinating campaign. |
I have been fortunate to be given access to "’a.
- siderable amount of invaluable mforma.tl belor
- to that period; and to have the sona '_';“ES
- those who played conspicuous ving
Konigsberg riddle. On such on tte  _ (O
greatest historical importance, suppl'__ jt;‘ d by ver
communications, I have for the most part constr
~ the following narrative. Most manuscripts

a.re more accuratel -t aSC prt, .,amd t fkg“_w the
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6 PREFACE
the Kontgsberg and bottling her up inside the African

river. To Group-Captain J. T. Cull, D.S.0., RAF

I am very greatly indebted for the information covers g
the work so brilliantly performed by the Air Service
which caused the enemy to abandon their ship aftel’-

the hottest duel. A list of further authorities will be

found on another page. s
It 1s a pleasure once more to acknowledge the

courtesy of the Imperial War Museum both in regard

to many of the photographs here reproduced, and in
other respects. Both Admiral Drury-Lowe and Group-
Captain Cull have also been good enough to allow g2
number of their illustrations to appear in the following
pages. The opportunity has been appreciated all the
more, seeing that in some cases these are the only

pictorial records, and the original negatives do not all
exist to-day. |

E. KEBLE CHATTERTON.
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CHAPTER 1
PRELUDE TO ADVENTURE

the effects of sus
B human mentality. In the theatre the d
' tist well realises nothing is so sure of maintainin
audience’s attention as that which __ml €S Curlosity
. keeping the result of some great ssue 1n a stat
~ delay. In the realm of the Press is appreciatec
~ fact that few items from day to day so ...;% the r
interest as the search for e-.ﬁ-Wlm m,, 5 CO
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the slenderest of clua.
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12 THE KONIGSBERG ADVENTURE

mystery narrative as ever the 1magination could
demand, with the most uninhabited and little-known
scenery for the background, where few ships had ever
steamed and little cartographical knowledge had ever
been obtained. Contrasted with all this primitive
environment of mangrove swamps, reefs, islands,
uncharted channels and dense jungle, there come the
modern developments of fast ships, airplanes, wireless :

together with the intrigues of spies and the performance
of most heroic adventures.

The story begins on July 27, 1914, when the Cape of
Good Hope Squadron, under the command of Rear-
Admiral Herbert King-Hall, during its cruise chanced
to be at the 1sland of Mauritius. Such were the alarm-
Ing reports which arrived of the approaching European
situation that Admiral King-Hall took his ships to sea
that afternoon bound for Zanzibar. These units were
bqt three 1n number, and were neither fast nor modern.
His flagship was the Hyacinth, a cruiser of 5600 tons
that was already thirteen years old and had never
done better speed than 21 knots. She was armed with
eleven 6-inch and eight 3-inch guns. The Astrea was
older still, having been completed as far back as 1894.
She was of 4360 tons, but armed with two 6-inch and
eight 4-7’s, and her best speed was less than 20 knots.
Finally there was the Pegasus of only 2135 tons,

20 to 21 knots, and an armament of eight 4-inch. She
dated from 18qq. ki

fashioned trio, but the pre-war situation had not
required that the latest and best British cruisers
should be allocated to a station which extended as far
west and north as St. Helena : as far east and north

as to include the whole of East Africa and its outlying
1slands. Within this area were only two German men-

Of-WaI ; the ?nboat Ebef a-nd the Pl'OtECted mim 2

Konigsberg. The former was of but

va'lue: aIld .uSt b f Ia 1Y
steamed a.w] o L da'.la.ra.tlo
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noted,! and we need mot trouble to think of her = = =

But the Kdonigsberg was a reason for serious considera- Lt
tion. She was only seven years old, had been known to. = =
steam at over 24 knots, and was armed 'Wlth ten 4-1-mq9- A
guns. This 3350-ton cruiser was a sister :shlp of' th;;e_* .
Nirnberg which was to be one of von Spee’s squadron
1t the Battle of Coronel, whose 4-1-inch guns sa_nk N
H.M.S. Monmouth. At the Battle of the Falklands sne ===
was in turn sunk by H.M.S. Kent, but only after a hot

chase of 200 miles and her 4-1-inch guns had éon-
sistently outranged the 6-inch guns of Kent. There
can be no question as to th_e K b'ni_gsberg S §upenont?y; e
over any of the three British African cruisers: she B
could have kept them at her chosen distance man -
engagement, and then outranged theI_n. Altemahvgl
she was possessed of at least 3 knots higher speed whic ;R
would enable her to decline battle. L o
Based on Dar-es-Salaam, the capital of German East — =
Africa, which was not merely an important military.

her three tall funnels and lithe slim hull was a source

of pride to German colonials, and of no little awe to ti

THantion

e

natives. But to the British naval d:er" Sl

so close to the steamship routes, running up from
Capetown and Natal to Zanzibar and the Suez Canal, was

to suggest a grave menace. Further eastward, well'out
el .~ _ .-f',-_' i . - I- : :F_,._-.'.h-* ;.* :.2 r '__tT - "‘;1 - .l 1 \
on the Indian Ocean, there is a veritable spiders web
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14 THE KONIGSBERG ADVENTURE

to make for at present, and on the voyage there was an
opportunity for Admiral King-Hall to get the Cape
Squadron into fighting trim. Hands were busy, ip
spite of the awkward heavy swell of the Indian Qcean
changing the beautiful white enamelled topsides to 'a:
dull flat colour of naval grey paint. It was farewell to
leisured steaming, to pleasant visits, hospitable enter-
tainments, picnics : the political situation was already

tense. The fatal wireless signal might come th.rough'

at any moment now.

But cruising means coaling, and it was a peculiarity
of the Cape station that the use of Welsh coal for His
Majesty’s ships was forbidden : by an Admiralty order
the fuel was to be either patent blocks or else coal from
the Natal collieries. Neither of this was satisfactory,
for 1t fouled the ships’ boilers and caused considerable
loss of speed to a squadron already slow enough. A call
was made at Diego Suarez, which is at the north end of
Madagascar and on the route to Zanzibar, but here no
coal was available, so the latter stage of this voyage
found the cruisers all too short of the wherewithal for
chasing any fast German raider, whether genuine man-
of-war or converted merchantman. The steamers of
the German East Afrika Line that might chance to
be in Dar-es-Salaam would certainly be expected to be
sent along the trade routes waylaying British and
French liners.

There was enough cause for anxiety during these last
of the preliminary days, but the first thrilling moment

arnved after sunset on July 31. Admiral Kimg-Hall |

crossed the intervening sea between Madagascar and
the African continent, and his voyage was n

completed. He had detached the Astrea and Pegas

&
1 -
A
-

PRELUDE TO ADVENTURE

' e faint light. Steamer of sorts!
1(I}ler::Ilzllan——deﬁJ:li’cgely the Konigsberg herself !
The occasion was rich in suspense. What was about = .
to happen ? Night action ? And the Hyacinth short

Had war been declared ? Both the Hyacwnth
and Konigsberg thought 1t possible the other k
' hostilities had begun : yet each hesitated to open fr€-
Both cruisers were darkened, _th crews at actl@,\_!,a{ :_
<tations : and the first ship to fire its salvo would brsea!kﬁé
the uncertainty. Those were exciling, brea hless
moments, for the tw<()13 s:iljzxzt foes-to-be passed each:
ther at only 3000 yar ance. | Ry,

° But the t}én3sion %assed almost as quickly as -H@

e s AR i ok
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begun. The Kdnigsberg was playing only the & %E

episode in a long game : she was required j.f'%? 8

| —-—— - A e Iy A S i

she so splendidly possessed. On sighting

" lelates Admiral King-Hall, “she bolted off at'#
. speed and . . . soon disappeared out of sight. = 5S¢
~ what with the British flagship being by nature SIOWet,

4

e 2 2
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short of fuel, and allowed only inferior coal at tha

i it was impossible to shadow her. This statement Ca nROE
be stressed too heavily. We were within four days ol
the Great War, the one German cruiser off the vhole
East African coast had been sighted, and we had three
cruisers to dog her steps. Instead of being & e 8
blockade her or sink her on August 5, we had allowee
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16 THE KONIGSBERG ADVENTURE

Early in the morning of August 1 the Hyacint),
reached Zanzibar, coaled, and then hurned south tg
the Cape of Good Hope, as the only naval strength
there consisted of two torpedo-boats already thirty
years old. The Astrea and Pegasus were left behind,
though it is difficult to 1magine what good they would
have been collectively against the Kdnigsberg except
at close range ; and this the fast German would never
have permitted. Individually, the two British cruisers
would not have had even a sporting chance : the enemy
would have done what she liked with either.

However, whilst the Asir@a busied herself on August
8 at Dar-es-Salaam destroying the German wireless

station, she was luckily not fallen upon. She certainly

caused alarm to the enemy in bombarding that port,
insomuch that the Germans sought to protect them-
selves by now sinking their floating dock across the
harbour entrance. But whilst this afforded a measure
of security, i1t not merely robbed the Konigsberg of the
very base outside which she had been sighted a week
previously ; but it shut in several fine German steamers,
of which one was the 8000-ton East Afrika Company’s
Tabora. This was a typical Teutonic liner of the
multiple-deck type, with one funnel and two masts,
and had arrived off the coast only a few days since. She
was thus prevented from being employed as an auxiliary
Cruiser. |

The Astr@a and Pegasus during the first part of
August both continued to steam about in the hope of
finding the Kdnigsberg, but without success; for the
latter had indeed vanished right away from this region
and cleverly gone north up the coast till she reached

that approach to the Gulf of Aden where so many lanes

of steamship traffic—from Karachi, Bombay, Colombo,
the East Indies, China, Australia and South Africa
—meet the traffic coming down the Red Sea
Suez Canal. That is to say the German crui

v
lE
|
3

o ' ]
- h-l o ﬁ-; -‘i::h —— -
L]

L‘ﬁ of Aden, by the appearance of the Britis

City of Winchester (6601 tons) bound from Colomj,;j‘g_?;
England, and thus the very W ST
of a British merchzjznlt1 stﬂslil by the enecrin:@nyg took place
t+hin two days of hostilities commencing. he = inE
Xllgit(lilgnt was kzpt secret for a fortmight, and the C{ty i
of Winchester had not been immediately sunk. A whole e
week passed during which the raider helped herself to.

‘placing the prisoners in other German steamers, once ==

_. mi 11 B
On August 6 she was rewarded, when 280 et

first capture during the War
But ther S

NN
)

.. +fter -
coal and provisions, then finally scuttled her, and, a.:[:te-;; P -

more made her disappearance. , i e
By August 24 thelzélpsemea had been called away irom
the East African area and was engaged 1n con
duties, thus leaving the Pegasus alone. If, thereiore
the Konigsberg should decide to revisit her peace-time
region that was so familiar to her, she would ha. ‘quite.
a fair chance of wiping out the sole British « wiser
provided a certain amount of trouble were taken.
Perhaps by means of careful staff work and sour 1d naval
intelligence based on espionage it would be possib
employ darkness for springing a surprise. a Se
her ten modern 4:1-inch guns and superior speed would
be more than a match for the eight-year-old 4-inch guns
of the obsolete Pegasus. i A
It is undeniable that the Konigsberg played her role
with ability. She had created a crisis, as sudden as it
was disturbing, by demonstrating the nece SIty ror our

i . - .. '
jl: 2 "' - ’ﬂ‘l g I
. ¢4
- [l .-'. \ L o ¥

L
-

i . L A
L e = - ™ ey ‘ a ) d - E ‘ ._ ! ! -t - -
L i ¥ - - N i , 1 " :,,., P
h . . : - o - v "J : 1 - 5 . < v J""‘,' - 1 - ‘1 "
) - y . o0 P > ' - i . J | P |
. \ - J . , J L A : = . i - . 1
Cmsem m e Pml & n % ANJ g ' = ) A has?
» f 3 . : - P .- el - - - - b - [
’ — . L > & e ] -
MO ; ¥ - .
" C— 5 : ' y 4 . } EJ- - A~ i
] - W IJ . - » ‘ ! I
-

then resum
of her ?

: ..-..J s ¥ ¥ . . = ! _ 1 : :.. 1w
" L] b n f A 1 - i B r -l S
Y : & \ . i gL O 1 . ' 3R = o b A
w . L A 1 4 ) i 4 — — -\..‘Pl |
IlI| i ‘ Nk ? r . - S g = . o M el — ] 3 -‘ Il—--. [} L
Y - B k. . bl =0 P - i o
. s - - e iy SRl B h= S ot == -
] ] 1 . I"-J | . L i : ;
. ‘ el ) .4 ’ . ; = =1 18 !
., AL - Ml l VYV AL ACA) | §
g - | = : - B - -_._;__‘" -~ a— P — M = - = = - .
\l s / | " ; a P / p . -
| : = L . '
B | » B
| - 5 .

5' -.‘ __"~_r_. - S el L
__ -]'U. UNDdAaredcs ol |

- - —

| \.,‘:-q . --' =2 ‘ Tl b 4‘-'.~ 3 . o 3 21 %

1 1A T T 0"

".. -\\_h___,l__H-Lu} ' l_ll 'hr,,{.‘ __,"T"_T: Lind & : ’ _) h !

- . -uaime Dol . d,'.r.__lﬁ. a3 . B 5

B it nttad Sl et e

A B " - { ;| ".._., “ {i:ll -.\\ j{ : {-I | ¢ ' :
U e e = o e - -

e --"I

— s o "":E.":';"-\ -I'_ e -
Y ’ lli ) ". \l‘ ‘I

- % | %
oo AW Ve
t‘, ﬂ.‘:‘ “1. E ,._} 1_1 - | .
§ { _'1. ' \ | | o

—

= ;--' .11"‘ =)
i & -l !



|1 .

18  THE KONIGSBERG ADVENTURE B

i
¥ -y

base, it was far more likely that she would frequesil e

Oriental trade routes and keep well distant from Eagt
Africa. Her normal coal capacity was 400 tons, ang
her maximum stowage was more than twice that
amount. She could go on refuelling from her prizes anq
maintain a normal radius of more than 5000 knots. [t
is true that she had over 300 officers and men to feed but
here again the well-stocked merchant steamers would i
supply her needs. ¥
September came and still there was no information
of Kinigsberg, but on the 1oth began those startling '[
!
b
i
E

. N ™

4

raids by the German cruiser Emden 1n the Bay of.
Bengal, whereby within five days halt a dozen vessels
had been captured and before the month’s end more
were to follow. Such exploits still more seemed to
indicate that the Konigsberg was somewhere on the
trade routes awaiting similar opportunities : 1t was in
fact rumoured that she was co-operating with the
Emden.

But all theories and suppositions were with dramatic
suddenness swept aside when, after seven weeks'
mysterious silence, the Kdnigsberg in the early morning *
of September 20 showed herself—not at the eastern
side of the Indian Ocean, but in her original waters,
and not far from where she had been sighted in the
moonhght of July 31.

So, with no little skill, her captain had kept her foes
badly guessing and (when least expected) he pounced
upon the Pegasus, destroyed her without delay, and
once more vanished utterly into the unknowp. The

&

sinking of even an obsolete cruiser belonging to 1s
Majesty’s Navy, and under such special circumstances,
was a moral misfortune that called for immediate and
drastic action. The necessity of finding the
and wiping her off the sea became of yport-
ance, and no expense was DArec
Eermlttﬁd, unti this culprit s

o death.

PRELUDE TO ADVENTURE

This, then, is the high adventure that we are ab
to follow through all its complexities and ramlﬁcgtm* i
the false and true clues, the checked chase, till the ==
fnal kill. The culprit is the Konigsberg, the vicums:
are the'two vessels just mentioned, the detectives “ﬁ S
police are the naval officers and men aboard fast-
steaming cruisers called in to concentrate on a difficult
and hazardous quest. All sorts of supernumeranes
join in the exciting drama, and from small beginnings
great happenings develop, culminating in one t,r R
ous climax. . TR

But first let us see for ourselves exactly the circum- =

- ! ] " I ‘
o " i W ] - l: L

4 - ! - .,,-::...
b -
LGN
r" i ‘.l- ‘
A% *.:#-"L’-‘_';.- ke




